303.3 CATEGORIZATION OF RACM
03.3.1 ACM 
For purposes of the Asbestos NESHAP, there are various categories of asbestos-containing material (ACM). The three major categories are friable ACM, Category I non-friable ACM, and Category II non-friable ACM. Table 303-A summarizes the information detailed below. 
Table 303-A Categorization of ACM
	Category 
	Definition 
	Examples 

	Friable 
	Can be crumbled, pulverized, or reduced to powder by hand pressure, i.e., releases fibers into the air 
	Acoustic ceiling tiles
Blown-in insulation
Fireproofing
Pipe insulation 

	Category I non-friable 
	Is not likely to release fibers during demolition. However, Category I ACM can become friable with cutting, abrading, or deterioration 
	Resilient floor covering
Mastic
Asphalt roofing products 
Packings
Gaskets 

	Category II non-friable 
	May release fibers during demolition. Category II ACM can also become friable with cutting, abrading, or deterioration 
	Case-by-case determination. Includes asbestos-cement products, e.g., transite, duct insulation, pipes, siding 


Source of Cat I and II = US EPA document, Demolition Practices Under the Asbestos NESHAP, http://www.epa.gov/Region4/air/asbestos/demolish.htm 3
Various types of ACM must be handled differently during demolition or renovation. The goal is to minimize asbestos emissions into the air. Asbestos emissions are linked to friable ACM. (See Section 200 for a detailed discussion of types of asbestos.) Friable ACM is any material containing more than one percent asbestos (as determined by Polarized Light Microscopy) that, when dry, can be crumbled, pulverized, or reduced to powder by hand pressure. (See §61.141,Definitions , of the Asbestos NESHAP for the full definition.) See Figure 303-1 for examples of friable asbestos.

